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TO OUR MEMBERS 

Welcome to the 2020-2021Annual Meeting of Tallahassee Scientific Society 
Due to continued COVID-19 restrictions, TSS will once again be hosting the annual meeting 
for the 2020-2021 year virtually. We miss you and hope to resume normal activities and 
meetings during the 2021-2022 year. 

SUMMARY OF 2020-2021 
 

• TSS had our first intern in the summer of 2020 who redesigned the website using the pre-
existing platform. Tallysci.org has a new look, and most importantly, has created the 
opportunity to post events and announcements directly, rather than using a professional 
service. The expectation is that we will be saving money and able to keep the website 
more current.  
 

• Facing the challenge of the pandemic, TSS joined the ZOOM world in January of 2021 
with the beginning of a new series to replace our in-person fieldtrips as well as resuming 
the Horizons Spring Speaker Series.  
 

• The LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library System celebrated the NEA Big Read - 
Leon County with the autobiography Lab Girl by acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren; TSS 
Board Member Dr. Adrienne Stephenson presented the keynote address at a virtual kick-
off event on February 11. TSS President Dr. Kerry Maddox facilitated two of the LCLS 
virtual book clubs. 

 

• TSS again partnered with The Florida Museum of History for their annual Florida History 
Day on May 4, 2021, which was held virtually this year after canceling last year’s History 
Day. (TSS sponsors the Science Heritage Award each year.) This year the award went to 
Joseph Pinto for his exhibit “Come in, Houston: The Creation of Satellite Communication 
to and from Spacecrafts (SID).” He attends Real Life Christian Academy in Clermont, FL, 
with science teacher Steve Lebron. 

 

• In our K12 outreach opportunities, we supported the Pineview Elementary School Science 
Fair by recruiting judges for the virtual event; we participated in the third Providence 
STEAM Camp Fair to promote science summer enrichment for underserved K-12 
students; and contributed $200 to the Florida Museum of History for their annual History 
of Science Award. One new initiative we are tackling is to help lower the economic 
barriers to science enrichment for economically disadvantaged kids through local summer 
science camps. We have developed an application for science camp sponsors to support 
student scholarships through “Request for Funds.” We have supported ReThink Energy 
Summer Camp for middle-school students living in the Tallahassee House Authority 
housing complexes. 

 

 
 
  

 

https://tallysci.org/
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DETAILS OF ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS 

FROM 2020-2021 
 

New Website 

Tallysci.org has a new look that reflects our focus on the Tallahassee community. TSS hired 

our first intern, Amelia Maddox, to address long-standing website issues, and while some 

areas are still “under construction,” we hope that site communicates our activities and 

opportunities. One important component of the “re-do” was to use in-house expertise and 

training to be able to keep our website updated with current news and announcements. 

The expectation is that we will save money that can supplement the summer science camp 

scholarship program.  

 One big difference with the website and the membership page is that members now 

have the option to join at higher levels that further support the mission of TSS. These new 

membership levels honor prominent scientists and science supporters from our Tallahassee 

community. We have included Paul Dirac ($75 membership), Sir Harry Kroto ($100), Dr. 

Penny Gilmer ($200) and Mr. Al Hall ($250). 

Learn and Explore Series 

This series was designed to get us back out into nature and science safely. For each “Learn 

and Explore Field Trip,” the TSS hosts a virtual, 1-hr meeting to learn about a field trip or 

experience with an expert. The expert will describe the science behind the excursion and the 

logistics needed to explore. After the meeting, participants are encouraged to trek out on their 

https://tallysci.org/
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own, or round up a couple of fellow TSS members for some outside, socially-distanced 

science exploration.  

  

The first Zoom meeting was held at 

6pm on Tuesday, January 5th, with 

Harley Means, Assistant State 

Geologist, to learn about the Alum 

Bluff exposure. This is a classic 

geological exposure located along 

the east bank of the Apalachicola 

River approximately 1.8 miles north 

of the town of Bristol in Liberty 

County, Florida. Alum Bluff is the 

tallest natural exposure in Florida 

and is famous for the fossil molluscan faunas contained in some of the strata. Additionally, 

there are plant and occasional vertebrate fossils known from this locality. During low stages of 

the Apalachicola River approximately 125 feet of vertical exposure can be observed, making 

it possible to collect fossils.  

 

Horizons Speaker Series (Committee Chair: Martin Bremer) 

We did it!!! The Tallahassee Scientific Society presented the 

ninth annual spring speaker series, HORIZONS 2021. The 

series kicked off on Thursday, January 28th, at 6:00 p.m. via a 

zoom link. New board member, Martin Bremer, developed a 

virtual series that allowed us to meet some very interesting 

scientists from across the country without the price tag of 

travel and lodging. In this way, we were able to invite TSS 

members and the general public to join us with no ticket charge. The first speaker was 

originally scheduled to present last year but that event was cancelled due to the pandemic. 

We were glad to have her accept our invitation to present a virtual talk this year. 

 



 

 

 

6 

January 28, 2021 Food, guts, and bugs: keys to a cultured life with Dr. Erin 

McKenney 
Dr. Erin McKenney studies how microbial communities 

form over time and how they adapt to their environments. In this 
presentation, she will discuss how ecology and nutrition impact 
the gut microbiomes of over 22 species, with implications for 
promoting health and understanding disease. Her interest in 
microbial cultures, such as those in fermented foods, have 
provided an opportunity to investigate the relationship to human 
cultures. Microbial cultures also provide accessible systems for 
studying microbiology without formal laboratory equipment. By 
combining citizen science and global collaborations, Erin brings 
research into the classroom to empower students of all ages. 

Microbes live everywhere, and are inextricably linked to 
everything we do. That makes these seemingly abstract 
organisms incredibly accessible scientific subjects, and 
immediately relevant to every aspect of life. Dr. KcKenney’s 

academic background blends microbial ecology, nutrition, and comparative gut morphology. Looking 
ahead, she’s excited to build a research program that applies both theory and empirical studies to 
further expand and refine our understanding of microbial systems. 

 

February 18, 2021 Rachel Carson and the Wonder of Nature by Dr. 

Frederick Davis 

Dr. Davis will give a lecture on Rachel Carson on February 18th at 6:00 
PM.  Rachel Carson’s bestselling exposé of the ecological and health risks of 
chemical pesticides arguably started the US environmental movement.  Her 
comprehensive work addressed national, global environmental issues, 
including extensive research in Florida.  Carson’s work led to the banning of 
DDT in the US, while this might be the most notable outcome of her work, the 
breadth of her message holds much more widespread importance.   

Dr. Davis is the Department Head, Professor of History, and the R. 
Mark Lubbers Chair in History of Science at Purdue University. He studied the 
history of science and medicine at Harvard, the University of Florida, and Yale 
where he received his Ph.D. His research interests lie at the intersection of the 
history of environmental science, environmental health, and environmental 
history. Davis recently published “Banned: A History of Pesticides and the 
Science of Toxicology” (Yale University Press). He also wrote “The Man Who 
Saved Sea Turtles: Archie Carr and the Origins of Conservation Biology” 
(Oxford University Press). His current research projects include “Making Silent 
Spring,” a study of how Rachel Carson wrote her bestselling exposé of the 
ecological and health risks of chemical pesticides.  
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March 18, 2021 Interstellar Visitors: What We’ve Learned from 1I/’ 

Oumuamua and 2I/Borisov presented by Dr. Kat 

Volk 
 
This is the third event in the 2021 Horizons Spring Speaker Series. We 
welcome Dr. Kat Volk from the Department of Planetary Sciences & Lunar 
and Planetary Laboratory at the University of Arizona. Here is a summary of 
her talk: In 2017 and 2019, astronomers observed the first confirmed 
interstellar visitors to our solar system: 1I/’Oumuamua and 2I/Borisov. These 
small objects were long ago tossed out of the planetary systems of their 
birth, and they happened to cross paths with our Sun at the right time to be 
detected by telescopic surveys. I’ll discuss why there are so many small 
objects loose in the galaxy for our solar system to encounter, why 
‘Oumuamua’s shape and apparent lack of a cometary coma was so 
surprising, why we think of the cometary 2I/Borisov as more “normal”, and 
the prospects for discovering more of these kinds of objects in the near 
future. 

 
 
 
 

April 15, 2021 The Role of the Environment in Accelerating Material Failure: 
Real World Examples and How Research Addresses the Challenges with Dr. 

Jen Locke 
This is the fourth and last Horizons Speaker Presentation for 
the 2021 season. We will hear from Dr. Jen Locke of Ohio State 
University, Department of Materials Science and Engineering in 
the College of Engineering. Her research aims to understand 
the processes that lead to failures promoted by the environment 
so that one can properly design against it or mitigate the 
problem. Dr. Locke’s presentation will discuss the important role 
metal/environment interactions play in engineered structure 
performance by presenting real world material failures that have 
occurred because of the interactions of corrosion and stress. 
Active research in Locke’s lab will also be presented to highlight 
how on-going academic research can be used to improve 
understanding of and prevent corrosion and EAC related failure.  

 

NEA Big Read - Leon County  

Every year, the National Endowment for the Arts selects a 
few book titles to create a national “Big Read” project partnering 
with libraries from across the country. NEA Big Read-Leon 
County selected the autobiography “Lab Girl” by acclaimed 
scientist Hope Jahren.  

TSS was invited to partner with them and participate in 
several events. On February 11th, TSS Board Member Dr. 
Adrienne Stephenson presented the keynote address at a 
virtual kick-off event. TSS President Dr. Kerry Maddox 

facilitated the Fiction/Non-Fiction and the Bucket List, two of the LCLS virtual 
book clubs. 
 

https://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Library/Calendars/BigRead
https://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Library/Calendars/BigRead
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The Pineview Elementary Science Fair 

 

Pineview Elementary School is a Title I 

School in the shadow of the MagLab. 

Principal Carmen Connors leads a strong 

academic program, including science 

education. Science education specialist 

Carol Villas of the MagLab works with 

Pineview teachers to strengthen their 

teaching of science in the classroom and 

provides guidance on science fair best 

practices. Pineview held a virtual science fair 

in January of 2021 and asked TSS for help 

recruiting judges of color for their largely 

African-American student population. The 

overall winning project is show here and 

noted that it was valued for the investigation 

trials.  
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Providence Community Center STEAM Summer Camp Fair 

MagLab scientist Ilya Litvak describes the program here in this Facebook Video  

This is the sixth STEAM 

Summer Camp Fair held at 

the Providence Community 

Center, also in the shadow 

of the MagLab. Typically 20 

organizations that offer 

STEAM summer camps 

participate and talk to kids 

and their families about the 

nature of their camp as well 

as engage the families in an engaging activity. This year it was held virtually, still with a 

significant turnout of presenters including the FAMU 4-H Camps, Mission San Luis Living 

History Museum, STEMS4Girls, Inc., Leon County Public Library, LeMoyne Arts, UF/IFAS 

Extension Leon County, ReThink Energy Florida: Energy Camp, AgriSTEM @ FAMU, Camp 

TESLA, Saturday At The Sea, Program of Excellence in STEM at FAMU, and AG-Tech.  

Science Heritage Award 

Sponsored by the Museum of Florida History, the Florida 

History Day (FHD) is an annual, statewide activity that 

enhances the teaching and learning of history at 

elementary and secondary levels. As an affiliate of 

National History Day, FHD promotes history in the 

classroom by offering students the means and 

encouragement to do original research about people, 

ideas, and events of the past. The Museum has 

coordinated FHD since the 1988-89 school year. 

Students who participate in history day acquire valuable, life-long skills. Among these 

are self-directed study; the ability to conduct purposeful research and to identify, analyze, and 

interpret primary and secondary sources; awareness of past events and their impact on 

society; the ability to convey synthesized information in popular formats; and poise and self-

assurance during contests with peers. Because students can present their new-found 

https://www.facebook.com/1489568873/videos/10225688533828669/
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knowledge in one of four media, history day enhances academic and creative expression 

among students with different learning styles. 

The 2021 Florida History Day was held virtually on May 4, 2021. Students present 

their research in several categories, including science, and following judging of the 

presentations, awards are made to students within their category. Most every year, TSS 

supports the Science Heritage Award with a contribution to the museum, which provides the 

winning student with a monetary award. This year the award went to Joseph Pinto for his 

exhibit “Come in, Houston: The Creation of Satellite Communication to and from Spacecrafts 

(SID).” He attends Real Life Christian Academy in Clermont, FL, with science teacher Steve 

Lebron. Congratulations Joseph! 

 

Summer Science Camp Scholarship Program 

TSS is tackling the troubling problem of disparity of science enrichment accessibility within 

our community. Leon County has plenty of excellent summer camps that offer innovative 

STEM experiences in science, nature, coding offered through private organization as well as 

through the county and all three of the universities here. However, the cost of attending a 

one-week camp can cost up to $250/student. Families living with economic challenges are 

simply unable to afford these valuable experiences for their children. One new initiative we 

are tackling is to help lower the economic barriers to science enrichment for poor kids through 

scholarships to local summer science camps. We developed an application for science camp 

sponsors to support student scholarships through “Request for Donations.” Three community 

organizations tested and approved the process; for their assistance, we are donating 1/3rd of 

the $1000 budgeted for each of the three groups: ReThink Energy Camp, MagLab’s Camp 

TESLA, and the Young Engineers Tallahassee for their middle school summer robotics camp. 

For two previous years, TSS provided support to ReThink Energy Camp that was held at a 

Tallahassee Housing Authority location for students living in that complex, making it free and 

convenient. Through hands-on activities and real-life scenarios, students are introduced to 

various STEM fields. Additionally, these camps make summer science learning fun and 

exciting. These students also learn 21st Century Skills like communication, critical thinking, 

and problem-solving, all skills they can apply wherever their life’s journey takes them.  
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

With a pared down event year, our revenues were down significantly. We reduced costs to 

maintain a balanced budget; however, our finances are very tight and there is much we would 

like to do in the future. We thank our generous donors and those who joined at a higher 

membership level.*  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Opening Balance May 1, 2020 8130.41 

Receipts: Dues Received 2908.47 

 Donations Received 1038.94 

 Horizons Income  630.69 

 Other Revenue 40.13 

 Lannutti Income 0.00 

 Subtotal  4918.73 

   

Expenditures: Horizons Expense 3416.10 

 Gold Medal Award Expense 905.01 

 Lannutti Award Expense 2092.98 

 Society Marketing 3240.00 

 Fees (State fee) 61.25 

 Professional Membership, INIE 0.00 

 Office and Mailing Supplies 92.00 

 Science Outreach/Awards* **285.00 

 Website  1896.29 

 Banking 29.01 

 Subtotal 4689.79 

   

Closing Balance April 30, 2021 8359.35 

**  2020-2021 Florida Museum History of Science Award 
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* Thanks to our generous donors, we raised over $2000! 

Barry Boerner, Grete Case, Jeff Chanton, George Dawson, Laura Greene, Willian 
Herrnkind, Kerry Maddox, Amelia Maddox, Alan Marshall, Harrison Prosper, Marty 
Quinn, Christine Reilly, Sanford Safron, Nelson Simmons, Carol Zimmerman 

 

A special thanks to those who joined at a higher membership level: 

Al Hall Level of $250 (Chris Harvey); Penny Gilmer Level of $250 (Carol Zimmerman, Sharon 
Hagopian); Harry Kroto Level of $100 (Yvonne Salfinger, Jann Bellamy, Kathy McGuire); and 
the Paul Dirac Level of $75 (Todd Engstrom) 
 

   

  

 Email: tallysci.org] 
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